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ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION 

Part 1. Application Notes 

1. Applicant requests and attends a pre-application meeting with the Chief Planning Official or his/her designee. 
 

2. A Zoning Text Amendment is reviewed by the Chief Planning Official who then initiates the amendment process. 
 

3. The Planning Board reviews the proposed amendment at a public hearing and makes a recommendation to Common Council. 
 

4. The Common Council reviews the application, holds a public hearing and decides the application in accordance with Section 375-
5(E)(24)(c) of the USDO. 

Part 2A. Applicant Information 

Applicant Name: 

Mailing Address:   

Phone No.: Email: 

Part 2B. Legislative Sponsor Information (if applicable) 

Sponsor Name(s): 

Part 3. USDO Sections Affected 

Proposed Section(s) of the USDO to be Amended: 
 
 

Part 4. General Purpose of Amendment 
 (Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
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Part 5. Necessity for Amendment and Changes to Existing Law 
(Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       Part 6. Submittal Requirement Checklist 
(Submit additional sheets if necessary) 

 

Required Documents Electronic Copies 
Electronic Submission (.pdf) 
(Required Document Name) 

 

A.  Required for All Zoning Text  Amendment Applications 

☐ Master Application 1 Master Application 

☐ 
Zoning Text Amendment Application 
Form 

1 ZTA 

☐ Copy of Existing and Proposed Text 1 Text Changes 

☐ 
Full Environmental Assessment Form 
as required by SEQR 

1 Full EAF 

☐ Application fee as established in the Albany Fee Schedule – $500   Payable to The City of Albany Treasurer 

 B.  Voluntary of Upon Request 

☐ 
Any additional information 
determined to be necessary by the 
Chief Planning Official 

1  [Document Name] 

Electronic document submissions shall be sent via email to planningboard@albanyny.gov, USB Flash Drive, or by another medium approved by the 
City of Albany Planning Staff. CD and DVD submissions are not accepted. 
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	Applicant Name:  Judy Doesschate/Albany Common Council
	Mailing Address:  380 New Scotland Avenue, Albany, NY 12208
	Phone No: 518-459-2889
	Email: judydoesschate@nycap.rr.com
	Sponsor Name(s):  Council Member Doesschate
	Proposed Section(s) of the USDO to be Amended: 375-4(A)(4)(b)
	General Purpose of Amendment: To extend the suspension of the low-impact development incentive (aka "green roof incentive" for one year.  The USDO currently provides that this low-impact development incentive will not apply to applications submitted between June 30, 2019 and June 30, 2020.  This would extend the end date of the suspension of this incentive to June 30, 2021.  
	Necessity for Amendment and Changes to Existing Law: When the suspension of the low-impact development incentive was agreed upon, the intent was to: 1. determine if the City could encourage developers to utilize the "affordable housing" incentive that was not being utilized by developers; and 2. to assess what construction and operating standards should be in place to ensure the "green roof" incentive was yielding significant and sufficient environmental and other benefits to the City and its residents to justify increasing the heights or set backs for some developments.  

It was hoped that these issues could be studied during the suspension.  But due to the late adoption of the code revision and other circumstances, there has not been enough time to study these issues and develop improved standards for both the affordable housing incentive and the low-impact development incentive.  Especially considering the extraordinary circumstances we find ourselves in, we should not be rushing the consideration of these issues, nor should we allow the  low-impact development incentive to  be applied without addressing the underlying concerns and issues. 

As a result, this amendment would simply continue the suspension of the low-impact development incentives for any applications submitted through June 30, 2021 to give the administration time to submit recommendations for changes to both the affordable housing incentive and the low-impact development incentives.  
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