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ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION 

Part 1. Application Notes 

1. Applicant requests and attends a pre-application meeting with the Chief Planning Official or his/her designee. 
 

2. A Zoning Text Amendment is reviewed by the Chief Planning Official who then initiates the amendment process. 
 

3. The Planning Board reviews the proposed amendment at a public hearing and makes a recommendation to Common Council. 
 

4. The Common Council reviews the application, holds a public hearing and decides the application in accordance with Section 375-
5(E)(24)(c) of the USDO. 

Part 2A. Applicant Information 

Applicant Name: 

Mailing Address:   

Phone No.: Email: 

Part 2B. Legislative Sponsor Information (if applicable) 

Sponsor Name(s): 

Part 3. USDO Sections Affected 

Proposed Section(s) of the USDO to be Amended: 
 
 

Part 4. General Purpose of Amendment 
 (Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N E W  Y O R K  
C I T Y  O F  A L B A N Y  

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
200 HENRY JOHNSON BOULEVARD | ALBANY, NEW YORK 12210 
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Part 5. Necessity for Amendment and Changes to Existing Law 
(Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       Part 6. Submittal Requirement Checklist 
(Submit additional sheets if necessary) 

 

Required Documents Electronic Copies 
Electronic Submission (.pdf) 
(Required Document Name) 

 

A.  Required for All Zoning Text  Amendment Applications 

☐ Master Application 1 Master Application 

☐ 
Zoning Text Amendment Application 
Form 

1 ZTA 

☐ Copy of Existing and Proposed Text 1 Text Changes 

☐ 
Full Environmental Assessment Form 
as required by SEQR 

1 Full EAF 

☐ Application fee as established in the Albany Fee Schedule – $500   Payable to The City of Albany Treasurer 

 B.  Voluntary of Upon Request 

☐ 
Any additional information 
determined to be necessary by the 
Chief Planning Official 

1  [Document Name] 

Electronic document submissions shall be sent via email to planningboard@albanyny.gov, USB Flash Drive, or by another medium approved by the 
City of Albany Planning Staff. CD and DVD submissions are not accepted. 
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	Applicant Name: Thomas Hoey
	Mailing Address: 19 Vine Street, Albany, NY 12203
	Phone No: 5183781474
	Email: thoey@albanyny.gov
	Sponsor Name(s): Thomas Hoey
	Proposed Section(s) of the USDO to be Amended: Section 375-5(E)(14)(iii), Section 375-5(E)(1)(c)
	General Purpose of Amendment: To amend the Unified Development Ordinance of the City of Albany to ensure that no building permit or demolition permit is issued prior to any condition precedent set by a City, County, State or Federal agency or department, is met. This legislation also seeks to remove the waiver provision of the Unified Development Ordinance pertaining to Major Development Plan Review. 
	Necessity for Amendment and Changes to Existing Law: This legislation seeks to amend the USDO in a manner that would reduce ambiguity in what is and what is not required of landowners, developers and residents, by removing the waiver clause that currently allows for the Planning Board to grant a waiver of the provisions laid out within the USDO, if the Planning Board deems the provisions to cause “practical difficulties” to the carrying out of an application for “Major Development.” What may or may not be deemed a “practical difficulty” is undeterminable as it stands currently and is set on a case by case basis. The concern is that the USDO permits waivers to be granted without clearly outlining what specific situations rise to the level of a “practical difficulty” and the vague nature of this language can lead to misunderstandings and a lack of transparency. 

Secondly, the amendments made herein pertaining to the granting of a Building Permit, as well as a Demolition Permit, are aimed at strengthening the USDO’s goal in ensuring the protection of the public’s health, safety, comfort and general welfare. There are times when a City, County, State or Federal agency or department has specific conditions that they need to see met before they can approve a proposed design, build or demolition. The stipulations and conditions are often handed down to ensure such things as fire code, occupancy limits, water, sewer and other environmental impacts are accounted for and the amended language makes clear that such needs are carried out before any permit is granted. Granting of a permit prematurely could lead to an unintended consequence that has the potential to harm the public’s health, safety, comfort and general welfare. 
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