CITY OF ALBANY

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
200 HENRY JOHNSON BOULEVARD | ALBANY, NEW YORK 12210

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION

Part 1. Application Notes

1. Applicant requests and attends a pre-application meeting with the Chief Planning Official or his/her designee.

2. AZoning Text Amendment is reviewed by the Chief Planning Official who then initiates the amendment process.

3. The Planning Board reviews the proposed amendment at a public hearing and makes a recommendation to Common Council.
4

. The Common Council reviews the application, holds a public hearing and decides the application in accordance with Section 375-
5(E)(24)(c) of the USDO.

Part 2A. Applicant Information

Applicant Name: Christopher Spencer, Chief Planning Official

Mailing Address: 200 Henry Johnson Boulevard, Suite 3
Phone No.: 518-465-6066 Email: dpd@albanyny.gov

Part 2B. Legislative Sponsor Information (if applicable)

Sponsor Name(s):

Part 3. USDO Sections Affected

Proposed Section(s) of the USDO to be Amended:

§375-3(C)(3)

Part 4. General Purpose of Amendment
Attach additional sheets if necessary.

On March 27, 2019, the City of Albany Department of Planning and Development established siting,
construction, and aesthetic standards for new small wireless antennas on City-owned and
non-City-owned poles in the public right-of-way (ROW). The purpose of the guidelines is to create a
consistent and streamlined aesthetic review process for small wireless antennas. Amending the
Unified Sustainable Development Ordinance (USDO) to require this review process aims to maintain
high quality aesthetics within the City, while allowing for an increase in the availability and quality of
wireless broadband.
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Part 5. Necessity for Amendment and Changes to Existing Law

(Attach additional sheets if necessary.)

The current USDO addresses dimensional, collocation, and screening standards for
telecommunication towers and related facilities (e.g., small antennas). While recent installations have
met the current standards for telecommunication towers, the location and scale of some installations
are incongruous with residential neighborhoods and create negative aesthetic impacts. Additionally,
Section 332(c)(7)(B)(ii) of the Federal Communications Act requires that municipalities respond to
applications for small wireless facilities within a reasonable period of time and any denial must be
supported by substantial evidence contained in a written record. Amending the USDO to include
aesthetic standards provides a simple solution to streamline the application process, establish
standards to justify the modification or denial of an application, and preserve the aesthetic integrity of
the City of Albany.

Part 6. Submittal Requirement Checklist

(Submit additional sheets if necessary)

Electronic Submission (.pdf)

Required Documents Electronic Copies (Required Document Name)

A. Required for All Zoning Text Amendment Applications

as required by SEQR
Application fee as established in the Albany Fee Schedule — $500 Payable to The City of Albany Treasurer

[ | Master Application 1 Master Application
m Zoning Text Amendment Application 1 7TA
Form
[ | Copy of Existing and Proposed Text 1 Text Changes
0 Full Environmental Assessment Form 1 Full EAF
O

B. Voluntary of Upon Request

Any additional information
determined to be necessary by the 1 [Document Name]
Chief Planning Official

Electronic document submissions shall be sent via email to planningboard@albanyny.gov, USB Flash Drive, or by another medium approved by the
City of Albany Planning Staff. CD and DVD submissions are not accepted.
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