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LAND USE CATEGORY 

COMMERCIAL USES 

Retail 

Adult Retail          C       C P  (C)(4)(f)(1) 

Convenience Retail        P P P P P P P P P P   (C)(4)(f)(2) 

General Retail       C P P P P P P P P P A A  (C)(4)(f)(3) 

Controlled Substance Dispensary 

Marijuana Dispensary 
         C  C C C   P P  (C)(4)(f)(4) 

Methadone Dispensary          C  C C C   PC PC  (C)(4)(f)(45) 

Pawn Shop           C       P   (C)(4)(f)(56) 

Specialty Retail       P P P P P P P P P P A   (C)(4)(f)(67) 

Supermarket         P P P C P P P P P   (C)(4)(f)(78)  

 

 

 

Section 375-3 USE REGULATIONS 

(C) USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS 

Section 375-3(C)(4)(f)(iv) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE MARIJUANA DISPENSARY  

A. MARIJUANA DISPENSARY  

1. A. No person or entity shall produce, grow, or sell medical marijuana or hold itself out as a New York State 

registered organization unless it has complied with Article 33 of the New York Public Health Law and this USDO, and 

is registered by the New York State Department of Health.   

2. B. A registered organization shall only dispense approved medical marijuana products in accordance with Article 

33 of the Public Health Law.  

3. C. A registered organization shall only dispense approved medical marijuana products in an indoor, enclosed, 

secure facility.  



4. D. A registered organization shall not dispense approved medical marijuana products from the same location 

where the marijuana is grown or manufactured.  

5. E. A registered organization shall not locate a dispensing facility on the same street or avenue and within 1,000 

feet of a building occupied exclusively as a school or religious institution. This measurement shall be taken in 

straight lines from the center of the nearest entrance of the premises sought to be used as a dispensary to the 

center of the nearest entrance of the school or religious institution.  

6. F. Dispensaries shall not sell items other than approved medical marijuana products and related products 

necessary for the approved forms of administration of medical marijuana without prior written approval from the 

New York State Department of Health.  

7. G. No approved medical marijuana products shall be vaporized or consumed on the premises of a dispensary.  

8. H. All dispensaries shall have a security system to prevent and detect diversion, theft, or loss of marijuana and/or 

medical marijuana products, using commercial grade equipment.  

9. I. Dispensaries shall be restricted to only a single external sign with only black and white colors that shall not be 

illuminated at any time.  

B. METHADONE DISPENSARY  

1. This facility shall not be permitted in locations where its busiest hours of operation would cause significant traffic 

congestion on any public street at peak traffic hours, as determined by the Albany Police Department, unless the 

facility may enter into an Agreement with the City to schedule or limit hours of operation to avoid such significant 

traffic congestion. 

Section 375-3(C)(4)(f)(v)  PAWN SHOP METHADONE DISPENSARY  

 A. This facility shall not be permitted in locations where its busiest hours of operation would cause significant 

traffic congestion on any public street at peak traffic hours, as determined by the Albany Police Department, unless 

the facility may enters into an Agreement with the City to schedule or limit hours of operation to avoid such 

significant traffic congestion.   

B. Designated vehicular drop-off areas adequate in size to serve the anticipated use of the facility, and located to 

avoid traffic congestion on public streets, shall be provided. 

C. Facilities must be at least 1,000 feet from the nearest property line of a lot containing a primary use that is a 

Household Living use, a Group Living use, a Religious Institution, or School; 

D. Facilities must provide and follow a management plan for handling litter, outdoor queuing, security and 

loitering. 

E. Facilities shall include a waiting and departure lounge of a sufficient in size to accommodate all scheduled 

clinets, but a minimum of 500 square feet, which shall be open to patrons at least one hour before and after any 



official business is to be conducted.  Such areas shall include restroom facilities that shall be open at least one hour 

prior to the beginning of scheduled donations. 

F.  In those zone districts where this use requires approval of a Conditional Use Permit, that permit shall only 

authorize the number of monthly visits specified in the application. Following the approval of the Conditional Use 

Permit, the applicant shall submit to the Chief Planning Officer the Monthly Summary Report of activity at the 

facility filed with the New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services. If the Monthly Summary 

Reports for two consecutive months show use of the facility higher than that approved by the Conditional Use 

Permit, a new Conditional Use Permit authorizing the higher level of services shall be required before that higher 

level of services may be continued. 

 (vi) SPECIALTY RETAIL PAWN SHOP 

A. [Reserved]  

(vii) SUPERMARKET SPECIALTY RETAIL 

A. [Reserved] 

(vii) SUPERMARKET  

A. [Reserved] 

 

 

Section 375-6 DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF CONSTRUCTION 

Section 375-6(B) DEFINITIONS 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE DISPENSARY  

A business that is registered to operate in the State of New York that sells or otherwise distributed drugs, goods, or 

materials that are listed as Controlled Substances under the federal Controlled Substances Act of the New York 

State Public Health Law to persons, and under conditions, authorized by the State of New York. This use includes a 

Marijuana Dispensary and a Methadone Dispensary. 

 

 


