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congregation in upstate New York to build an
eight-foot fence around its six-acre campus. CBAJ
is a Modern Orthodox synagogue in a @mmnmmﬁ
low-crime area of Albany. The CBAJ leadership
has petitioned the Albany Board of Zoning Ap-
peals to allow for decorative metal fencing around
%m wEE ng, including opaque walls mwogm a
layground on the ?. perty.
Gcﬁbm a public meeting members
of the congregation expressed their
fear of anti-Semitic incidents. After
attacks in other communities like the
deadly shooting at the Tree of Life
synagogue in Pittsburgh in 2018, they
spoke of the need to gwmbnm mwmu
own security measures.
v Jewish com-

ﬁz.mmwmu
man of ﬁwm CBAJ security committee.
“We're agking you to allow us to-do
what we feel is in our best interest in
protecting ourselves, oﬁ. &E&dﬁ and
our community.”

Seth. Womm Esaw &Bmw mumnﬁﬁ%m(
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dumping ﬁzwmw inour vm&ﬂnm lot and coming up
to our doors at all times of the day or night.”
Rabbi Roy Feldman, who plans to leave his
position later this month, said that the syna-
gogue has experienced vandalism and threaten-
ing phone calls, letters and emails. “We are in a
vulnerable position. We believe we have spent tre-
mendous resources both in our volunteers and in
our funds for armed security guards, with volun-
teers vmﬁ.&rbm outside instead of being inside the
during services. Although we plan on still having
volunteer security, we do feel that we could ease
up some of that by having a fence, which we know
could keep people away. It's a deterrent; and any-

body entering your property can enter only from

one particular entry point, which can be visible

teer mmngﬂ% .

team to observe.”
_ (Although the osﬁ@oﬁm rabbi ;
hate towards the congregation, he did not vweﬁmm

- The Board of Directors at chmummmﬂcw Beth
Abraham-Jacob (CBAJ) wants to become the first

- comes to ﬂ:& We don't

of Chabad, mmgam«, mgmgw wmw meen&m:.
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specifics: None of the incidents were officially re-
ported to the Albany Police Deépartment.) ;
“Jewish tradition teaches in Hebrew Hacham
Anov Verosho, a wise person can look ahead and
see what’s in the future, which means in Jewish
tradition we don’t wait for bad things to happen,”
Feldman said. “We can foresee ﬁﬁbmm that might

happen. We do everything that’s in our power to

prevent those things from rmvmmﬁpm 80 it never
mE.. to be in ﬁwﬂm news-
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is. I don’t think a fence would be the correct way.
We were recently awarded a $100,000 national
security grant from the Department of Homeland
Security so we’re probably going to be looking -
more at upgrading our surveillance mb& access
control more than really fencing.”

-“After the past few years, after every incident,
we assess what's going on,” said Rabbi A.B. Itkin,

operating officer of Agudas Achim, a Chabad-

run ossmwmmﬁmow in Kingston, 50 miles south of
Albany. “The shul’s been locked. We
_ have codes to get in. The whole place
is lit up at night with cameras. We're
. pretty well set here in that field. We
also have a very good relationship
- with local ‘law enforcement. Those
_are the different levels of security we
~ have. Whenever there are more inci-
. dents the state police actually come
around more often. There have been
no major incidents locally. No blatant
_anti-Semitism. We try to take down
fences in life.”
. “T'he mor funding an institution -
W@  has you can have more layers of secu-
rity. We would ocﬁmiﬁ. putting up a
fence around the synagogue if some-
one was to fund it Every layer of added security
is a big deal if it'’s done tastefully, not if its @9&@@
wire,” Itkin told The Jewish Press.
Across the Hudson River from Kingston is the
tony village of Rhinebeck where Rabbi:Hanoch

Hecht runs the Rhinebeck Jewish Center.

“A fence here would deter people from coming
to shul;” Hecht told The Jewish Press. “It would
discourage people if we say, Hey, we have to hide
out to daven or to get together to study Torah.” We
ultimately have to put security into place so we

can live within society and still be proud

Jews.-We need to figure out how to be safe
in an open way and be proud Jews living
in the community we live.

“Do 1 think you need an mﬂmﬁ.moon
fence, plus hired security, plus the police
“department, plus volunteers? I think it's

. @ little bit much: I would think you would
‘also deter people from coming to shul. T
- would think CBAJ would work together
with the Albany JCC and the reform syna-
gogue to have one cohesive security plan”

The Albany Board of Zoning Appeals tabled

the fence proposal, seeking additional information

noot. from the synagogue leadership regarding a clear

word mmmmﬁum appears. You wm:a to go deep down
~into the code to see anything about fences, and

the impression one gets in reading about fences

s that the issues are aesthetic. They’re not about
~danger, they’re not about safety. But that’s what

this issue is,” Rosenblum told the panel.
Ina 70-mile radius around Albany there is

_no Jewish leadership admitting to the fear of an-
- ti-Bemitism. Instead, they emphasize their cur-

rent security precautions. All said their security
entails various layers of security including special

_coded security locks, lights on all night, cameras

for recording unsolicited movement around the
@wo@ww@ and local police patrols on a regular ba-

ege. “We're set pretty far off the street, like

rationale for an eight-foot fence. The matter will
be taken up again at the Board of Zoning ?u@mmu,
June meeting.

On the state level, in w@m@oﬁmm;wo several at-
tacks on Jews in New York City, Governor An-
drew Cuomo recently o&mu.mm stepped-up security
% the state police.

““When you:discriminate against a Jewish per- -
son, a Hispanie, a Black, you decimate against ev-
ery New Yorker. Every New Yorker believes in that -
acceptance; in that mutuality and in that collegiali-
ty. We have no tolerance for antisemitism,” Cuomo
said. “We're going to provide additional state troop-
ers to Jewish communities and especially Jewish -
religious and educational facilities. We're going
to be affording priority protection during Shabbos
because as you know there has been a %mwﬁgbm
number of incidents and I want our message to be
adww loud and clear that New Yorkers stand togeth-
er in solidarity. We have no tolerance for discrim-
ination against anyone. That 8@85% applies to
our Jewish brothers and sisters.”




