
Lionheart Pub 
448 Madison Avenue 

Albany, New York 12208 
TEL: 518-573-7216 

 
       November 2, 2018 
 
City of Albany 
Planning and Development Dept. 
200 Henry Johnson Blvd. 
Albany, New York  12210 
 
  Re: 448 Madison Avenue 
 
Dear Mr. Glass and Board Members: 
 

Opening in 1992, Lionheart was the first craft beer pub in the capital region. With the 
Rezone Albany Project allowing commercial expansion in this location for Artisan 
Manufacturing, I would like to recreate the space into a far more significant commercial 
enterprise and expand the original theme of the Lionheart to include the brewing of beer. 
 

My plan for expansion of the Lionheart Pub to the second floor is as follows: 
 

Renovation of existing space and construction of an additional 1400 square feet and a 
complete cosmetic makeover of the exterior as detailed in plans. 
 

It will employ an additional 15-20 staff members. My brewer is Major John Kivelin. He is 
a 23 year Marine Corp combat veteran who is retiring from the military at the end of this year. 
He and his family have purchased a home in this area and will be moving here from 
Washington, DC to join me in this endeavor.  
 

The space will be cozy and upscale. It will include a fireplace, comfortable seating areas, 
weekly solo/duo live entertainment and an upright piano for anyone who possesses the talent. 
It will provide more entertaining space for patrons on the second floor and room for private 
catered events. The plans include a lounge, small kitchen serving pub fare and a small two-
barrel nanobrewery that strives to brew three unique recipes each week, providing a more 
unique craft beer experience then other much larger breweries in the area. The weekly brews 
can be customized to the whims of the seasons and neighborhood residents. We also plan on 
offering tastings, mug clubs, tours of the brewing process and education on customizing to an 
individual’s tastes. 
 

The new space will maintain and expand our popular English dart leagues growing since 
1992 and will also allow us to entertain regional ADA tournaments from residents throughout 
the Northeast which of course would be patronizing other neighborhood businesses and hotels. 
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Since returning this past May after a brief retirement in 2015, it was abundantly clear 
that due to mismanagement, not only the Lionheart’s success had faded, but all of Lark Street 
had suffered a downturn. Four out of five adjacent Madison Avenue commercial storefronts 
were vacant as well as others on Lark Street itself. It appeared that much focus and private 
investment had been on development in other areas of the city while Lark Street faltered. The 
rebuilding of business in the community definitely appeared an uphill battle, but I planned on 
pushing forward and providing once again a significant business anchor to the community well 
beyond what I accomplished in the past. My plan involves a significant financial investment in 
this property and the Lark Street community of approximately $500,000.  I’ve been a part of 
this community for the better part of 27 years. It has shown me tremendous support in years 
past, in my return and hopefully for many decades to come.    
 

My success over the years has proven that I can provide a unique, safe and entertaining 
experience for Capital Region residents.  I hope this board can envision and support the 
opportunity this significant expansion could provide to the Lark St community. 
 
       Very truly yours, 
 
 
       Gerard H. Aumand 
       Proprietor 
 
 
 
 
 


