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SUMMARY

C.T. Male Associates review of general property information, observation of adjacent
properties, research of historical property information, including a review of
environmental databases, and a site reconnaissance revealed the following with
respect to Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs), Historical Recognized
Environmental Conditions (HRECs), and Controlled Environmental Conditions
(CRECs):

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Notes/Recommendations: To understand the subject site and report, the complete
report needs to be reviewed. The findings, opinion and conclusions with respect to

the subject site are presented in Section 7.0.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This report presents the findings of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
conducted by C.T. Male Associates Engineering, Surveying, Architecture &
Landscape Architecture, D.P.C. (C.T. Male Associates) at the Residential Property at
320 Second Street Site which is located in the City of Albany, Albany County, New
York. The site assessment was performed at the request of Ms. Amanda Wyckoff,

Property and Development Manager of the Albany County Land Bank Corporation.

This site assessment has been performed in general conformance with the scope and
limitations as outlined in ASTM E 1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site
Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process, and in accordance
with our contract dated March 30, 2015.

11  Purpose

The purpose of this Phase I ESA was to reasonably identify Recognized
Environmental Conditions (RECs) on the property. A REC is defined as the presence
or likely presence of hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a
property: (1) due to any release to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative
of a release to the environment; or (3) under conditions that pose a material threat of
a future release to the environment. De minimis! conditions are not RECs. A
Historical Recognized Environmental Condition (HREC) is a past release of any
hazardous substances or petroleum products that has occurred in connection with
the property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory
authority or meeting unrestricted residential use criteria. A Controlled Recognized
Environmental Condition (CREC) is a REC resulting from a past release of hazardous
substances or petroleum products that has been addressed to the satisfaction of the
applicable regulatory authority, with hazardous substances or petroleum products

allowed to remain in place subject to the implementation of required controls.

A finding of no RECs is not a warranty or guarantee that the site remains free from
contamination. The purpose of this report is not intended to include de minimis
conditions. This report is also not intended to serve as a compliance assessment of

the subject property. This environmental site assessment is designed to reduce, but

T Conditions that generally do not present a threat to human health or the environment and that
generally would not be the subject of an enforcement action if brought to the attention of appropriate
governmental agencies.
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not eliminate, uncertainty regarding the potential for RECs in connection with the

property, within reasonable limits of time and cost.

1.2 Scope of Work
This Phase I ESA consisted of the following scope of work:

A site reconnaissance, including a walkthrough of the site building and site

grounds, to identify areas of potential environmental concern;

Interviews with site representatives knowledgeable of current and former

site operations;

Review of municipal property records and information provided by local

government agencies;
Review of historical information and documents;

Review of federal and state agency database information for the subject
property and neighboring properties to identify potential concerns that

could adversely affect the environmental condition of the property; and

Preparation of a report documenting the findings of the environmental site

assessment.

1.3  Significant Assumptions

The following assumptions are made by C.T. Male Associates in this report. C.T.
Male Associates relied on information derived from secondary sources including
governmental agencies, the client, designated representatives of the client, property
owner contact, computer databases and personal interviews. Except as set forth in
this report, C.T. Male Associates has made no independent investigation as to the
accuracy and completeness of the information derived from secondary sources, and
has assumed that such information is accurate and complete. C.T. Male Associates
assumes information provided by or obtained from governmental agencies including
information obtained from government websites is accurate and complete.
Groundwater flow, unless otherwise specified by other data and information, is
assumed based on land surface contours depicted on the United States Geological
Survey topographic maps. C.T. Male Associates assumes the property has been
correctly and accurately identified by the client and property owner contact.
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1.4  Limitations and Exceptions of the Assessment

The information presented in this report is limited to the investigation conducted as
described in the referenced ASTM guidelines for conducting environmental site
assessments, and is not necessarily all inclusive of conditions present at the subject
site. Due to inherent limits of time and cost, uncertainty about site conditions
remains. The findings, opinion and conclusions stated in this report are based on the
data and information provided, and observations and conditions that existed on the

date and time of the site visit. Specific limitations included the following:

Access Limitations: The basement of the site building was inaccessible due to
flooding. Observations of the basement were limited to what could be viewed

from the basement staircase.

Physical Obstructions to Observations: Approximately three inches of snow
covered the ground surface obstructing visual observations of the ground. The
east side of the building was unable to be viewed due to the recent demolition
of the adjoining building.

Outstanding Information Requests: City of Albany

Historical Data Source Failure: The site contact had limited information

concerning the site. Prior owners were not available to be interviewed.

Other: The information presented in the report is based on information
gathered in accordance with the Scope of Services defined in Section 1 of this
report. Information provided by site contacts and local, State and County
officials known to be responsible for regulating and enforcing site area
environmental conditions was utilized in assessing the environmental
conditions at the site. The accuracy of conclusions drawn from this
assessment is therefore dependent upon the accuracy of the information
provided.

1.5  Special Terms and Conditions

This Phase I ESA was prepared in accordance with the stated and agreed upon Scope
of Work. No special terms and conditions are applicable to this assessment. This site
assessment did not include a review of non-scope issues as identified by ASTM E
1527 including asbestos containing materials, radon, lead in drinking water, lead

based paint, wetlands, regulatory compliance, industrial hygiene, health & safety,
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ecological resources, endangered species, indoor air quality, mold and cultural &
historic resources.

1.6 Reliance

This Phase I ESA has been prepared for the sole use of Albany County Land Bank
Corporation. This Phase I ESA cannot be relied upon by other parties without the
express written consent of C.T. Male Associates and Albany County Land Bank

Corporation.



C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

2.1 Site Location

The subject site is located at 320 Second Street in the City of Albany, Albany County,
New York. The subject site was identified on the City of Albany tax maps as being
within the parcel with tax map number section 65.56, block 3, lot 13. The site is
located on the south side of Second Street, on the block between Judson Street and
Lexington Avenue. A site location map is included in Appendix A as Figure 1. A

map showing the site property boundaries is included in Appendix A as Figure 2.

2.2  Property/Business Owner

The current property owner is reported to be the Albany County Land Bank
Corporation of Albany, New York.

2.3 Current and Former Site Uses

The site is improved with a two family dwelling that dates at least the late 1800s.
The building has reportedly been abandoned for the past several years.

24  Total Site Area and Topographic Description

The subject site incorporates approximately 2,614 square feet of fairly level land.
According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map, the

subject site lies at approximately 230 feet above Mean Sea Level.

25  Site Geology

Soils are mapped by the United States Department of Agriculture Web Soil Survey as
Urban land-Udipsamments complex, 0 to 8 percent slopes. These well drained soils

are composed of coarse sand.

2.6 Site Buildings and Structures

The two story building is a wood frame structure constructed on a full basement and
has a flat roof. The two family dwelling is indicated to have been constructed in the
1800s.

2.7 Site Utilities

Although not currently used, electricity and natural gas are supplied to the site by

National Grid. Municipal water and sewer service are provided by the City of
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Albany. The site building was formerly heated by natural gas fired heating units
located within the basement of the building. Two natural gas connections were
identified within the basement of the building. Remnants of electric baseboard were

also identified within the site building.

2.8 Roadways or Driveways on or Adjoining the Site

Second Street adjoins the site to the north. A brick and concrete sidewalk lies
between the site building and Second Street; however, no driveways or parking areas

are located on the site.

29  Surrounding Land Uses

The surrounding land uses, as identified during the site visit, are described as

follows:

North -  Second Street lies to the north of the site followed by residential
properties.

West - Residential properties lie to the west of the site.

East - A recently demolished residential building lies to the east of the
site.

South -  Residential properties which front First Street lie to the south of
the site.
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION

The user (Ms. Amanda Wyckoff representing Albany County Land Bank
Corporation) was provided a “user questionna

services. The user returned a completed questionnaire which is included in

Appendix C.

Note: In order to qualify for one of the Landowner Liability Protections offered by
the Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2001, (the

“Brownfields Amendments”), the user must pro
section. Failure to provide this informatic
appropriate inquiry” is not complete.

3.1 Title Records

The deed was provided for the site which indicates the site was conveyed from The
County of Albany to the Albany County Land Bank Corporation in 2016. The
property is indicated to have been acquired by The County of Albany in a Deed in
Foreclosure in 2012. The property is noted to have been included in the List of
Delinquent Taxes dated July 19, 2007. The deed is included in Appendix C.

3.2  Environmental Liens or Activity and Use Limitations

According to the response to the user questionnaire, the user is not aware of

environmental liens or activity or use limitations for the site.

It is recommended that the user engage a title company or title professional to
undertake a review of reasonably ascertainable recorded land title records and lien
records for environmental liens or activity and use limitations recorded against or

related to the property to satisfy Sections 3.1 and 3.2 of this report.

3.3  Specialized Knowledge

According to the response to the user questionnaire, the user has no specialized

knowledge of the site.

34  Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information

According to the response to the user questionnaire, the user does not have
knowledge of commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information concerning
the site.
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3.5 Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues

According to the response to the user questionnaire, the purchase price does not
reflect the fair market value of the property; however, the lower purchase price was
not related to environmental issues associated with the site.

3.6  Reason for Performing Phase I

This Phase I ESA is being conducted as related to a New York State Attorney General

funding requirement.

3.7 Other User Provided Information

The wuser did not provide any other additional information concerning the

environmental conditions relative to the site.
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4.0 STANDARD ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD SOURCES

Federal and state environmental databases were reviewed in accordance with ASTM
E-1527 Standards to determine if the site or nearby surrounding properties are listed
on these databases. The databases were searched for the areas within the ASTM
recommended search distance, unless otherwise noted. Reviewed databases are
listed below. A copy of the database report is included in Appendix E.

4.1  Federal National Priorities List (NPL) Facilities (Listed and De-Listed)

The subject site was not listed as a NPL hazardous waste facility. No NPL facilities

were listed within one mile of the subject site.

4.2  Federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and
Liability Act (CERCLA) Hazardous Waste Facility List

The subject site was not listed as a CERCLA hazardous waste facility. No CERCLA

hazardous waste facilities were listed within 2 mile of the subject site.

4.3  Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Treatment,
Storage and Disposal (TSD) Facilities List

The subject site was not listed as a RCRA TSD facility. No RCRA TSD facilities were
listed within %2 mile of the subject site.

4.4 Federal RCRA Generators List and Corrective Action List

The subject site was not listed on the RCRA generator list. No immediately adjoining

properties were listed as RCRA generator facilities.

The subject site was not listed as a RCRA Corrective Action facility. No RCRA

Corrective Action facilities were listed within one mile of the subject site.

45  Federal Emergency Response Notification System (ERNS) List

The subject site was not listed on the ERNS list.

4.6  Federal Institutional Control and Engineering Control Registries

The subject site was not listed on the Federal Institutional Control or Engineering
Control registries.

-10 -
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4.7  State/Tribal Hazardous Waste Facility List

The subject site was not listed as a State or Tribal hazardous waste facility. Two State

hazardous waste facilities were listed within one mile of the subject site as follows:

Former Loudon and Kem Cleaners, 350 Northern Boulevard, mapped 0.44
miles east-northeast of the site. Groundwater flow at this former dry cleaning
facility is reported to be to the southeast therefore, the facility does not appear

to be located hydraulically up-gradient relative to the site.

Former RKO Dry Cleaners, 566 Washington Avenue, mapped 0.65 miles west
of the site. Groundwater flow at this former dry cleaning facility is reported to
be to the east; however, off-site concentrations of the primary contaminant of
concern have been detected at concentrations only slightly above the
groundwater standard. Based on the separation distance from this facility and
the subject site, impacts to the quality of the soils or groundwater at the site
are not anticipated as a result of this facility.

4.8  State/Tribal Solid Waste Facility List

The subject site was not listed on the State or Tribal solid waste facility list. One State

listed solid waste facility was listed within %2 mile of the subject site as follows:

Albany Auto Parts, 222 Spruce Street, mapped 0.43 miles south-southeast of

the site. This facility is listed as an inactive vehicle dismantling facility.

49  State Petroleum Bulk Storage (PBS) Tank and Chemical Bulk Storage (CBS)
Facilities

The site was not listed on the State PBS or CBS facilities list. No immediately
adjoining properties were listed on the State PBS or CBS facilities list.

410 State/Tribal Leaking Storage Tanks List

The site was not listed on the State or Tribal leaking storage tank list. Twenty-three
(23) leaking storage tank incidents were listed within %2 mile of the site. The leaking
tank incidents are not listed for facilities which immediately adjoin the site and each

of the 23 incidents have been issued a closed status.

-11 -
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411 State/Tribal Institutional Control and Engineering Control Registries

The subject site was not listed on State or Tribal Institutional Control or Engineering
Control registries.

412 State/Tribal Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) List

The site was not listed on the state or tribal VCP list. No VCP facilities were listed

within Y2 mile of the site.

413 State/Tribal Brownfields List

The site was not listed on the State or Tribal Brownfields list. Thirty-two (32)
Brownfield facilities were listed within %2 mile of the site and are mapped from
approximately 0.26 miles from the site to approximately 0.48 miles from the site.
Most of these facilities appear to be listed as they were funded for Phase I and Phase
IT ESAs through the EPA Brownfield Program Assessment Grants. Two facilities are

listed in the New York State Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) as follows:

Arbor Hill/West Hill Branch Site, Henry Johnson Boulevard, 1stSt. and 2nd St.,,
mapped 0.26 miles southeast of the site. The facility was issued a certificate of
completion in 2012.

Arbor Hill Gateway Properties, 225 Henry Johnson Boulevard, mapped 0.33

miles east of the site. Remediation at this facility was listed as complete.

The Former Loudon and Kem Cleaners, previously discussed in section 4.7, is also

listed as undergoing a Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) application review.

414 State Spills Lists

No spills were listed for the subject site or for the immediately adjoining parcels.

-12 -
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5.0 RECORDS REVIEW AND INTERVIEWS

5.1 Previous Environmental Site Assessments

No previous environmental site assessments are reported to have been conducted for

the subject site.

5.2  Aerial Photographs
Aerial photographs were reviewed for the years 2001, 2004, 2007, 2011, 2014 and 2017

from Albany County, NY GIS website. The site appears similar to current conditions
for the years reviewed. The aerial photographs are included in Appendix A as
Figures 3A-3F. The boundaries depicted on the photographs are for schematic

purposes only and do not represent the actual boundaries of the site.

5.3  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps were reviewed for the years 1892, 1908, 1934, 1950,
1989, 1990, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995 and 1997. A dwelling is depicted on the north side
of the site along Second Street and a one story outbuilding is depicted on the eastern
side of the site behind the dwelling for the years reviewed. The dwelling was labeled
as vacant and boarded up in 1990 and 1992. The Sanborn maps are included in
Appendix A as Figures 4A-4K. The boundaries depicted on the maps are for

schematic purposes only and do not represent the actual boundaries of the site.

54  Information From Local Official(s)

Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) requests were submitted to the City of Albany
on-line FOIL request system requesting documents from the following departments:
Assessment, Building Department, Historian, Engineering, Fire Department and
Clerk. At the time of this report a response had not been received from the City of

Albany. If pertinent information is received, it will be forwarded upon receipt.

Property assessment records were reviewed on-line from Landmax Data Systems.
According to the assessment records the site is classified as a two family residential
building. The site is noted to be provided with public water and sewer as well as
natural gas and electricity. The following previous ownership information was listed
for the site:

-13 -
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Grantor Date
Beverly A McCasland 1997
Great Financial Bank FSB 1998
Secretary of Housing 2000
Abdulrahem Abdulmusen 2002

55  Information From Health Department Official(s)

The Albany County Department of Health reported they do not have records

concerning soil or groundwater contamination for the subject site.

5.6  Information From Current or Former Property Owner(s)/Site Manager

Ms. Amanda Wyckoff of the Albany County Land Bank Corporation was the site
contact for this assessment and acted as a representative of the current property
owner. Ms. Wyckoff was interviewed on the site at the time of the site visit and

provided a tour of the site buildings and grounds.

5.7 Information from the Site Occupants
The site is not currently occupied.

Records of communication are included in Appendix D.

-14 -




C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES

6.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE
6.1 Conditions of the Reconnaissance

6.1.1 Site Contact(s)

Ms. Amanda Wyckoff of the Albany County Land Bank Corporation was the site

contact and was present during the site visit.

6.1.2 Date of Visit

The site reconnaissance was conducted on January 16, 2018 by Ms. Brittany Winslow
of C.T. Male Associates. During the site visit the weather was approximately 25 F

with overcast skies.

6.1.3 Areas Observed

The site and surrounding areas were observed from Second Street and the
approximate site boundaries. The central areas of the site were traversed and site
building was entered. Photographs taken during the site visit are included in

Appendix B.

6.1.4 Limiting Conditions

The basement of the site building was inaccessible due to flooding. Observations of
the basement were limited to what could be viewed from the basement staircase.
Approximately 3 inches of snow covered the ground surface obstructing visual
observations of the ground. The east side of the building was unable to be viewed

due to the recent demolition of the adjoining building.

6.2  Polychlorinated Biphenyl-Containing (PCB)/Liquid Containing Equipment
No transformers or capacitors were identified on the site during the site visit.

6.3  Site Drainage

6.3.1 Site Catch Basins and Discharge Location(s)

No catch basins were identified on the site during the site visit.

6.3.2 Site Surface Water Bodies/ Areas

No surface water bodies were identified on the site during the site visit.

-15 -
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6.3.3 Building Floor Drains and Discharge Location(s)
No floor drains were identified on the site during the site visit.

6.3.4 Dry Wells and Sumps

No dry wells or sumps were identified on the site during the site visit.
6.4  Site Waste Profile

6.4.1 Solid Wastes/Waste Deposits (Piles/Pits/Landfills/ Lagoons)

Building debris and abandoned household type items were identified within the site

building and on the southern portion of the property.

6.4.2 Sludges (Generation/Storage/Disposal)

No sludge wastes were identified on the site during the site visit.

6.4.3 Liquids (Generation/Storage/Disposal)

No liquid wastes were identified on the site during the site visit.

6.44 Wastewater Discharge(s)

No wastewater discharges were identified on the site during the site visit.

6.4.5 Waste Lagoons or Disposal Pits (Current and Historic)

No waste lagoons or disposal pits were identified on the site during the site visit.

6.4.6 On-site Septic Systems

No septic systems were identified on the site during the site visit. The site is believed

to be connected to the City of Albany municipal sewer system.

6.4.7 Drums/Containers

No drums of waste were identified on the site during the site visit.

6.5 Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) and/or Above Ground Storage Tanks
(ASTs)

No underground or above ground storage tanks were identified on the site during
the site visit.

-16 -
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6.6 Observed Evidence of Potential or Known Site Contamination

6.6.1 Evidence of Soil Contamination/Liquid Discharges

Evidence of soil contamination or liquid discharges was not identified on the site
during the site visit. Stressed vegetation was not identified on the site during the site

visit.
6.6.2 Soil or Surface Disturbances

No soil or surface disturbances were identified on the site during the site visit.

-17 -



C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES

7.0  FINDINGS, OPINION AND CONCLUSIONS
71  Findings

The site is improved with a two family dwelling that dates at least the late 1800s.
The building has reportedly been abandoned for the past several years.

The site was not listed within the environmental databases report. Multiple facilities
were listed within the database report within the specified search radii. Although
there may be degradation to the quality of soils and/or groundwater in the site area,
direct impacts to the quality of soils or groundwater at the site were not identified

from these listed facilities based on information provided within the database report.

Solid wastes consisting of building materials and abandoned household items were

identified within the site building and on the southern portion of the property.
7.2  Opinion

It is our opinion that the information and data collected during this Phase I ESA does
not indicate the presence or likely presence of hazardous substances or petroleum
product within the site under conditions which indicate an existing release, past

release or material threat of a release.

It is our opinion that the solid wastes that are located within the site should be
removed from the site for proper disposal; however, it is our opinion that the

presence of the materials does not represent an REC.

7.3 Conclusions

C.T. Male Associates has completed a Phase I ESA for the Residential Property at 320
Second Street Site in general conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM
Practice E 1527. This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized

environmental conditions in connection with the property.

74  Opinion Regarding Further Inquiry

Based on the findings of this ESA, no further action with respect to soil or

groundwater is recommended.
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8.0 DEVIATIONS AND ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Deletions or deviations from the ASTM E 1527-13, Standard Practice for

Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process,

are described in Section 1.0 of this report.

No additional services beyond the scope of ASTM E 1527-13, Standard Practice for
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process

were completed in conjunction with this Phase I ESA.
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9.0 SIGNATURES

We declare that, to the best of our professional knowledge and belief we meet the
definition of Environmental Professional as defined in 312.21 of 40 CFR Part 312.
And we have the specific qualifications based on education, training, and experience
to assess a property of the nature, history, and setting of the subject property. We
developed and performed the all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the
standards and practices set forth in 40 CFR Part 312. Resumes are included in
Appendix F.

Respectfully submitted,
C.T. MALE ASSOCIATES

Brittany Winslow
Environmental Scientist

Reviewed and Approved By:

QANV it

Aimee Smith
Project Manager

K:\ Projects\ 155188\ Env\R Albany Land Bank ESA.doc
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10.0 REFERENCES

PEOPLE AND AGENCIES CONTACTED

Albany County Land Bank Corporation, Ms. Amanda Wyckoff
City of Albany Clerk

City of Albany Historian

City of Albany Building Department

s Office

City of AlbanyAs sessor

City of Albany Fire Department

Albany County Department of Health
DOCUMENTS REVIEWED

Aerial Photographs of the Albany, NY Quadrangle for the years: 2001, 2004,
2007, 2011, 2014 and 2017. Courtesy of Albany County, NY GIS Website.

City of Albany Tax Map Section 65.56.

Environmental FirstSearch™ Report provided by Environmental Data
Resources, Inc.

Fire Insurance Maps from the Sanborn Map Company Archives. Late 19th
Century to 1990: New York University Publications of America. Bethesda,
Maryland. Provided by Environmental Data Resources, Inc.

On-line assessment records provided by Landmax Data Systems.

Title Information Reference — Quitclaim Deed from the County of Albany to
the Albany County Land Bank Corporation.

United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation
Service, Web Soil Survey.

United States Geological Survey Topographic Map of the Albany, NY
Quadrangle, 2013, 7.5 Minute Series.
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APPENDIX A

Figures/Maps
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FIGURE 2

Site Plan Map
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